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Dedication of Box Butte County’s

New Court House

A MAGNIFIGENT
NEW BUILDING

“A Monument to the Enterprise, the

Progressiveness, of the Peo-

ple of This County" !
|

Monday afternoon, December 22«'.;I
1914, was the time set for the dpdl-i
cation of Box Butte county's new
eourt house. The day dawned with
prospects of a storm, but before noon |
the threatening clouds had cleared !
away. Before 2:30 p. m., the time |
gel for the opening of the program,
geveral hundred people thronged the
eorridors and inspected the rooms of
the bullding. The Alllance High
school orchestra discoursed musie
from the north corridor of the sec-
end floor. Fallure to provide a pl-
ano for the accompaniment handi-
sapped the orchestra to some extent,
but the omission was not noticed
much except by members of the or-
chestra.

When the time arrived for the ex-
ercises in the distriet court room, it
was filled to overflowing. Many
failed to galn admission. Hon, Ira
E. Tash presided with his usual dig-
mity and Introduced the speakers in
a pleasing manner., Three of the
speakers that were to have been on
the program according to previous
announcement were nolt present.
They were Hon. H. M. Grimes of
North Platte, judge of the 14th ju-
dieial district, who could not be pres-
ent on account of holding court at
North Platte that day; William Rose,
supervising architeet; and Hon. R.
W. Hobart of Gering, judge of the
17th judicial district, who was una-
ble to attend on account of iliness.
In a letter to the program commit-
tee, Judge Hobart expressed regret
because of his inabllity to be here
and added: "I hope that the court
bouse dedlcated tomorrow in Box
Butte county will be a center from
which will radiate eguity and justice,
and that by the action of those In
authority who are connected with it

an even higher standard of eitizen-|

ship may be established. Tomorrow
will be a great day for Box Butte
county, and a great day for western |
Nebraska. The pioneer days are
now over, and those who so nobly

endured all those hardships are now |

" 1

reaping the benefits

Some persons whose names were
mot on the printed program were
called upon f[or Impromptu address-
ea, and the time wag occupled very
interestingly.

Rev. H. J. Young. pastor of the
Alliance Christian church, made the
opening invocation. |

Superintendent Walter R. Pate of
the All'ance city schools was intro-
dueed and delivered a cordial and
appropriate address of welcome, On |
behalf of the county commissioners |
and other county officers he welcom-
ed the citizens of Box Butte county,
and on behalf of the people of the
county he welcomed those who were
present from outside,

The address of Hon. W. H. West-
ever, judge of the 16th judicial dis-
triet, which was the next, was replete
with reminiscences that were inter-
esting. It was his good fortune to
bave attended court, Im the capacity
of attorney or distriet judge, at all
of Box Butte county’s county eeats
and In each of the two preceding
eourt houses. He paid the people
of the county a compliment in the
following sentence regarding ‘he new
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THE PAST AND
THE PRESENT

Historieal Sketch of County Seats
and Court Houses of Box
Butte County, Nebr.

A foew old timers are familiar with
the history of the court houses of
Box Butte county, but it has never
yet hcen published in full. At this
time it will be interesting to a Inrge
number of Herald readers, hence is
given herewith with the story of the
orgnnization of the county and the
locuting of Its county sont.

Formerly the territory now em-
braced in Box Butte county, Nebras-
ka, was included In Dawes county.
The question of dividing Dawes
county on an east and west line, be-
tween  townshipa 28 und 29, and
erecting the territory south of that
line Into a new county, was voted
upon by the electors of Dawes coun-
ty at the general election held Nov-
Jember, 1886, the proposition recelv-
ing a majority of the voles cast.

Pursuant to proclamation of Gov-
ernor John M. Thayer, an election
was held in the new county, under
control of the Dawes county ofcials,
March 7, 1887, for the purpose of
locating the counly seal and the

Ialwtlon of a corps of county ofllcers.

ing opened an office in Grand Island
in the year 1867, “Kind nature
seems to resent the Intrusion of civ-
ilization." He pralsed the wisdom
of Box Butte county people in erect-
ing & fire proof building for their
public records.

Attorney 8. L. Geishart of Lincoln,
who was jn Alllance to attend dist-
rict court, gave a short but interest-
ling talk, Speaking of the complaint
|that is some times made by taxpay-
ers that the bullding of court houses
and the administration of public af-
fairs costs too much, he pointed out
that it is mueh cheaper, as well as
otherwise better, to settle differences
in hbuman affairs by judieial process-
¢8, a8 {8 done in this country, than

Iby the arbitrament of arms, as s

being done In Europe,

A. 8. Enyeart of Hemingford was
given no previous notice that he
| would be ealled for a speech, so that
when the chairman announced his
was as much of a surprise
to him as to the audience. He re-
lated how, as foreman of the grand
Jury three years ago and as a com-

|mittee of one from the grand jury,

he had examined the old court house
that the county rec-
ords were unsafe. It was upon the
report and recommendation of that

|grand jury that a definite movement

was started for the bonding of the
county for the erection of the pres-
ent court house,

Hon. R. M. Hampion was intro-
iducod a8 A representative of the pl-
oneers and taxpayers of the county,
being a real old timer and one of
the heaviest taxpayers in the county.
Mr. Hampton claimed that the chair-
man had promised to excuse him
from making a speech at this time,
but he responded in his usual happy
vein. Besides showing briefly that
it was to the interest of the taxpay-
ers to have a first-class court house,
| he related a number of humorous in-
cidents of pioneer days.

The program was concluded with
a benediction pronounced by Rev. 0.
8. Baker, pastor of the First M. E.
church of Alliance.

CAMPAIGN FOR  |SERVANTS OF
CLUB BUILDING|  THE PEOPLE

Alliance Commercial Club Will Make | A Few Facts Concerning the County
Four Day Campalgn to Raise Officials Who Wil Occupy
Funds for New Building New Court House

The court house belongs to “‘The
People”—it is publle property and
a8 such is for the uee of the citizens
a4 whole. The tenants of the
'building are the public gervants, oth-
erwise known as county officers.
They serve the people by transacting
public business, keeping public ree-
ords, administering justice, superin-
tending our system of public educa-

Starting January 11 and running
until the 14th, the Alliance Commer-
cial Club will make an active eam-
paign for subscriptions for the pur-
pose of ralsing funds to erect the
‘elub “community” building, in ac-

lcordnnrn with the action taken ot
'the amoker at the ecity hall recently.

It is believed that the necessary
subseriptions c¢an be taken during
this time and that there will be no

|trouble in raising enough funds to “'°0. “l“‘i\‘:‘lb"r“"“" promoting the
construct the bullding. Several large FENeTAl W _
have been Box Butte county is fortunate in

gubseriptions already
‘made and the ountlook for a success-
| ful campalgn is bright.

|  The sum of $450 in labor has al-

iIty. It 8 u pleasure to mention
each of the county officers, including

5 U RECK CALVIN HASHMAN
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election he was re-elected

The returns were made to Chadron
hig &nd canvassed Lhere,
third term. | There were two candidates Tfor

Miss Della M. Reed is closing her, the county seat location, the villages

for

second term as county superintend-
ent of public instruction. Bhe has
made a splendid record and has done
much to promote the interests of the
publie schools. All of her school
work has been done in Box Bulte
county, of which she has been a resl-
dent for many years., At the elec-
tion of 1911, she was accorded a re-
election without opposition. Altho

having officials of integrity and abil-)|

urged to be n candidate for a second
re-election, she wished a rest from
the work of the office and declined,
Alter the close of her present term
of office next week, she will go 1o
Idaho for an extended vigit at  the
(home of her parents, Mr., and Mrs.
Ira Reed, who were formerly resid-
énts of Dox Butte county and well
known here,

Miss Reed has an able and worthy
guccessor in the office of county sup-
erintendent in the person of Miss
Opal Russell, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. F. M. Russell of Lake precinet
| Mise Russell’'s home has been in Box
Butte county sinee she was a lttle
girl. B8he is a graduate of the Alll-
ance High school, and has had a
number of years' experience In teach-
ing in this and adjoining counties.
The Hernld bespeaks for Miss Rus-
'sell the support and co-operation of
\teachers, school district officers and
patrons, which she deserves and
''which was so cordially given to her

of Nonparell and Hemingford, situ-
uted six miles apart. The former,
being the nearer to the center of the
new county, received a majority and
was declared elected.

As an inducement to the voters to
locate the county seat at Nonpareil,
citizens of that place made a condi-
tional promise o donate a court
house to the county. As soon as the
result of the election was known,
work was commenced on a frame
building, 20 by 30 feet, one and a
half storles high, costing $400.
Within about sixty days from the
dute of the election the court house
was ready for occupancy by the
newly slected county ofliclals, It
wins not plastered yet, in fact never
waa untll after it ceased to be used
an & court house. Before the ensu-
ing winter, it was ceiled with ship-
lap,

! house was being

While the couri
constructed, the county c¢lerk and
two assistants copled the Dawes
county records at Chadron for the

new county. .

The first court house was used by
the county three years and eight
months, until January 1, 1881, when
the county seat was moved 1o Hem-
ingford,

There was no rallroad here when
Box Butte county wus organized and
the county seat first located. A spec-

inl election was bheld March 4, 1880,
to vote on the guestion of re-locat-
ing the county mseal. There were
three candldates this tine for the
county seat location: Nonparell,
still an “inland” village; Heming-
ford, which had become a railroad
town; and Alliance, which had been
started since the county wus organ-
fzed. It took three elections to de-
e¢lde the matter. The Lincoln Land
Co,, which in those duys took an ae-
tive part In the locating and re-loeat-
ing of county seats along the line of

| predecessor.,

Eugene Burton is eclosing his
|fourth term (eighth year) as county
{attorney. It is but stating a fact
| which the public ought to know
when we say that he has made an ex-
(ecaptionally good record as prosecut-
|ing attorney. As lawyers well know,
(county attorneys in Nebraska have
| un opportunity to make a reputation
| for themselves in prosecuting erim-
inal cases, If they wish to do so, at
the expense of the taxpayers; but
Mr. Burton has made his own inter-

ests subservient to those of his con-/the B, & M. R. rallroad, owned town
stituents. He (8 a gentleman of(lots in both Hemingford and Alll-
pleasing personality and by personal |ance The company wanted to build

up two good
The location
and

appeal to those charged with erimes
has persunded a large majority of
them to plead guilty and thus save
themselves and the county much ex-
pengive Jtigation
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